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American Consecration Hymn 

by 

PERCY MACKAYE 
For Music by 
FRANCIS MACMILLEN 

I. 

O thou, who long ago 
Didst move the hearts of men 
Their freedom’s worth to know, 
America! 

Now move our hearts again 
To rise for all men’s right 
And, strong in liberty, 

Go forth to fight, 

Go forth to fight, 

Forth to fight 
For thee! 

CHORUS 

For right, more dear than peace, 

For hope, that bears release 
To slavish agonies 

Our swords are drawn; 

And they shall rest no more 
Till yonder blood-red seas 
And hell-dark shore 
Are white with dawn. 


II. III. 

O land,whose living soul 
Hast led all tribes to seek 
Their Godward star and goal, 
America! 

Now bid thy beacon speak 
In fire, and let thy bright 
Auroral stars, unfurled, 

Go forth to light, 

Go forth to light, 
Forth to light 
The world! 
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Not bound by earthly loam 
Art thou, nor shelt’ring hill: 

Thou art our spirits’ home, 

America! 

Our home, that lures us still 
To build beyond war’s grave 
And, where God’s watch-fires gleam, 
Go forth to save, 

Go forth to save, 

Forth to save 
Our dream. 
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